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Description:
This three-hour workshop will provide insights into classroom communication issues that often arise among deaf and hard of hearing college students and their faculty.  Participants will examine several variations in language, culture, communication preferences, personality, and secondary disabilities that can influence the teaching-learning process.  The values and challenges associated with this diversity will be considered.  Specific strategies will be described that allow instructors and their students to manage classroom communication in a way that promotes the achievement of course goals.  Participants will be encouraged to discover and develop evaluation instruments and other resources that provide information about communication issues as well as the communication characteristics of individual students.  
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1.
How are the terms "deaf" and "hard of hearing" defined and evaluated?  

2.
What are the communication characteristics of Tianjin students?  (Examples: Proficiency in Chinese sign language, speech, hearing, writing, reading, other languages or other aspects of communication.)

3.
What are typical students' language and communication preferences, including their use of sign language, spoken language, reading/writing, electronically-transmitted communication, etc.?  

4.
What information about an individual student's language and communication skills is collected by faculty before a course begins?  During a course?

5.
What language(s) do students use to communicate with each other in the classroom?  Outside of class?

6.
What percentage of Tianjin faculty are deaf or hard of hearing?

7.
What are the communication preferences and skills of Tianjin faculty?

8.
How do faculty learn to develop their communication with students?

9.
What instructional methods are used to teach the technical language (vocabulary and terminology) associated with academic courses?

10.
How are computers used for communication purposes in academic courses?  In informal settings?

11.
Describe any cultural diversity that has been seen among Tianjin students.  Among Tianjin faculty.

12.
Describe any vision-related disabilities and other disabilities that have been seen among Tianjin students.  Among Tianjin faculty.

13.
What media are used in the classrooms and laboratories?

14.
What program resources are available to support students' communication? (Examples: notetakers, interpreters, communication instruction, academic support staff, advisors, etc.)

15.
What are some of the bigger communication-related challenges faculty see in Tianjin classrooms?  How have these challenges been addressed?

16.
What are some of the important classroom management challenges in Tianjin classrooms other than communication?  How have these challenges been addressed?

17.
What are some aspects of classroom communication and management that are most successful at Tianjin?

18.
How do faculty prepare students to be successful communicators after they graduate?

19.
What would you like to learn in a workshop about "Classroom Communication and Management?"  (List at least 5 preferences.)

20.
What aspects of classroom communication and management at Tianjin are already seen as strengths and do not need to be extensively addressed at this time?



Sidney M. Barefoot
Page 2 of 2
April 1, 2002

PEN-International is funded by a grant of the Nippon Foundation of Japan to NTID.


