Partner Feedback Form—Cause and Effect

Four Bases for Evaluation: Unity, Support, Coherence, Sentence Skills

Title of essay being evaluated:  ____________________________________________

Author of essay:  _______________________________________________________

Evaluator of essay: _____________________________________________________

Base 1:  Unity
Is there a clear thesis sentence in the introduction? Write the thesis below.

Is it a direct or indirect thesis?

Does the thesis contain wording that suggests “cause and effect”?    Yes  or   No     Explain.

What method of organization is used (by the author): Method 1 (causes only), Method 2 (effects only), Method 3 (causes and effects)?  Explain by identifying the causes and/or effects that the writer discusses.

What is/are the author’s method/s of introduction (hook).  Briefly explain.

What is/are the author’s method/s of conclusion?  

Base 2: Support. 

List the ways that the author develops his/her paragraphs.  By describing past personal experiences?   Using facts?   Using general observations?  Give brief examples.

Does the author do a good job of giving specific details to support each topic sentence?  Basically, are the supporting details for each cause and/or effect adequate (enough)?   Yes or No   Explain

Base 3: Coherence

Are there transitions to help the reader “move along” through the draft?  (See handout for a list of transitions.)  If yes, give some examples of transitions that are used (by the author) and explain why they are helpful. Specifically, do you notice any transitions that signal cause and effect?

Does the author attempt to include a closing sentence in each of the body paragraphs in order to remind the reader of what the topic for each body paragraph is?  Or do some paragraphs seem to end abruptly, as if the author forgot the topic of the paragraph?

Is there a key word or term in the thesis that the author emphasizes in the essay to improve unity and coherence?

Does the essay end in a satisfying way to you?  Explain.

Does the outline match the essay well? Briefly explain.

Base 4:   Sentence Skills

How would you rate the grammar and overall quality of presentation in your classmate’s essay?  (weak, fair, fairly good, or good)?   Explain your rating.

Has the author proofread well?  Did you notice careless mistakes so that you had to make numerous markings on the essay when you read it? Yes or No Explain

Formality of language: Does the author avoid overusing the informal second person point of view (“you”).  Is the overall language in the essay appropriate for an academic paper? (No use of expressions such as “anyways,” “like for example,” etc.)

.

In your opinion, what are some of the strengths in this draft?  What has the author done well?   Explain

In your opinion, what are some of the weaknesses in this draft?  What does the author need to improve?  (Avoid saying “nothing!”)  Explain.

