Writing IV

Week 3

We have talked about complex sentences and how a complex sentence has an independent clause and a dependent clause.  As we said, various subordinating words will force a clause to become dependent.  One of those subordinating words is “because.”  For example: Because she studied all night, my roommate easily passed the test.  OR … My roommate easily passed the test because she studied all night.  However, “because of” does not work the same way as “because.”  So, today’s lesson will focus on the difference between “because” and “because of.”

Because  vs.  Because of

Because = subordinating word that makes a dependent clause.  “Because” is followed by a subject and a verb. 

Because of = used as a phrase.  A phrase does not have both a subject and a verb.  It can have one, but not the other.   “Because of” is followed by a noun without a verb.  

Examples………………

                  subject  / verb

Because he made a mistake, the company lost thousands of dollars.

                                         (noun)

Because of his mistake, the company lost thousands of dollars.

                                subject /   verb

Because the driver was reckless, his car ran into a ditch.

                                          noun

Because of the reckless driver, his car ran into a ditch. 

                                                                                                                               noun  /  verb

We were able to attend the concert because the tickets were not too expensive.

                                                                                                                                                      noun

We were able to attend the concert because of inexpensive tickets. 

                                        noun

Because of inexpensive tickets, we were able to attend the concert.                                                           

                                                     noun

Because of the easy exam, the majority of students passed.

                      subject  /  verb

Because the exam was easy, the majority of students passed.

                    subject  /  verb

Because the fans became too rowdy, the soccer match was cancelled.

                               noun

Because of rowdy fans, the soccer match was cancelled.

