Professional Biography – David Jackson
After working for 22 years as a computer programmer/systems analyst/database management consultant for ICL (Fujitsu), I left of my own accord as I felt my expertise was better suited to working with Deaf people.  This came about as a result of my sabbatical leave during my 21st year – I was seconded to a project organised by EuroAction within the European Union in Brussels.  My task was to train Presidents of the various Deaf Associations in the 12 member states to use e-mailing.  It was my experience working with these people, some of who were deaf that convinced me of my future.

I established a freelance IT consultancy for Deaf People but because it was in 1991, the Deaf community was not ready for me.  I decided to return to full-time employment by accepting a post at the University of Bristol as a researcher looking into harnessing different ways of using technology to help with education for deaf children and adults.  Later I branched out to technology work by finding ways to make mobile telecommunications suitable for Deaf People.
In 2000 I felt it was time for me to restart my freelance consultancy as then the Deaf Community was much more into computers than ten years before.  I developed new services within my consultancy by providing customised IT courses and later English courses.  In 2002 I returned to University to study for the PGCE in Post-Compulsory Education.  This was completed in 2003 when I received my certificate with distinction.

Today I am more into delivering English in BSL and reducing my involvement with IT.
