Addressing the Wiriting Needs ofi Deaf
Students at Different English
Proficiency. Levels

Strategies used at NTID for teaching writing at
lower and higher English proficiency levels.

John Panara
NTID Department of Liberal Studies



A little bit about me

CODA (hearng Child of Deafi Adults) frem
Washingten, DC, home of Gallauadet
University, the first college for deaf students

Native User of Sign' Language

Deglees In Englishfirom: State University: of
New, York

Havenwwerked at:NIFID; first technoelegical
college for deal students, over 20 years—
Interpreting, nete-taking, captioning, tuterng,
teaching




Developmental English
Courses at NiFlD

AAS DegreerPregram: Readingl and Witing| Strands

Reading | Wiiting If (or Integrated Reading/Wiriting 18.2)
Reading Il Wrtiag II-  (Eundamental)
Reading I Wrting - (Intermediate)
Reading IV: Wrting IV (Bridging)

Wihitten Communication It (Advanced)
Wiitten Communication IF (Advanced I1)



NIFD Wiating

Course Placement

Students: proficiency’ level and placement: inter a
WHtING course are determined by thellk score en the
NIHID Whrting| iest, Which IS taken; durng erientation
Week. Students are:asked! te descrilne thelr first
Impressiens; aneut NIFD.

Below: 40 ACA0
40=49 ACac
50-59 ACac
60-67 Acac

emic Writing |
emic Wrting 1|
emic Wiitiag 111

emic Writing 1V

68 and above  Satisfies NiFlD Writing Reguirement



NTID Writing| Placement Test—
Categoenes and Samples

1. Organlzatlon (essay could be outlined by reader,
topic stated clearly, transitional markers and clear
paragraphing)

Content (addresses topic, shows quality of ideas,
supporting examples, unity of thought)

3. Language (grammar, mechanics, clarity of
reference, complexity of sentence structure)

Vocabulary (word choice “sophistication,” use of
figurative and idiomatic expressions)

Rating Scale for each category:

1-5 Very Poor 16-20 Good
6-10 Poor 21-25 Excellent
11-15 Fair Total score determines placement



Wiiting Il and Wrting 1V
Course Descriptions

WRITING I

Students learn how to use personal experience and resource materials
to develop and organize their thoughts on various topics. Students
organize and develop paragraphs and brief compositions of various
discourse forms, with particular emphasis on narration, description
and process. They also learn how to revise and edit their writing.

WRITING IV

Students gather information from various sources, plan, draft,
revise, and edit longer essays (of at least 500 words) of various
discourse types, with particular emphasis on description and
exemplification. They learn how to organize and develop their texts
for various topics, purposes, and audiences. Students revise, edit,
and present texts according to conventional standards.



Strategies for teaching students: at lewer
and higher preficiency. levels

Uilize: display~sharing
technolegy; te enhiance
the teaching-learming |
EXPElIence

a. Smart Classreem
9. LLaptep Projection




Department ofi Likberal Studies
“Smart Classroom”

» Ten PC laptops

» Networked for
display sharing,

using

“SynchronEyes”

software

‘» Projection device

* Visualizer ghe? y ‘
e Wired for Internet 4

e Laser printer

>



- hetworked

Smait Classroem: Dynamics

Students
using

computers
for display
sharing




L aptop USe In liraditional
Classrooms

SEME: Smalt: classreom

Je ISSFOOMS o/ rlfJFlJrJJ
2 |aptop computer and
PIOJECLION AEVICE




Strategies for teaching students; at
lower and nigher proficiency: levels

Ensure that teachers are fiuent in sign
language;, With geed receptive: skills

NTID English instructors have high Sign
Language Proficiency Interview (SLPI) ratings
and a strong understanding of Deaf culture.

SLPI Rating Range:
e Superior

e Advanced

e Intermediate

e Survival

e Novice



Strategies for teaching students; at
lower and nigher proficiency: levels

Emphasize Witing terminoelegy....
The “Eour Bases”

Support

Coherence/ \ Unity



Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Lower Proficiency Students

ASSIgRIWHNNG at: the! paragiaphtievel

“Eeod for thought!”
Emphasize; the
“paragraph as

sandwich’ as a

Way/. 6 emphasizing

three ofi the bases:

UnRity, support, and

coherence

PARAGRAPH .-,h -




Strategles for Teaching Writing to
Lower Proficiency Students

Emphasize as a fiundamental part of the
WHItING PrECESS

Benefit to Student: Gives students a chance to
work on content and organization without

worrying about grammar. Outline markers easily
become transition words

Benefit to Teacher: Allows previewing for content and
organization. Grammar considerations can come later.



Wiiting Precess: Outlining on the Computer

AlthoUgn: StUaents Know Wihar an oubiine. /s
ara. unaerstana - tiat 1t can. Be an liporiant
DAl o1 e Wiiting. Process, ey, Olter ao
Writing Process: 1101 [1ave! St oG, UG SKIIS.

/1 thier/ower: aevelopimental courses, We
e g Work on creatngroutiies tiat 1o//ow.a
for Organization SPECG Style-Tor paragraph Wiiting:

and Coherence

Strategies

--Slales e lopIc seflence
~~1/5e5 [IITIBEIS 1Ol Graerng

—~[/SE5" a,10)C Ietterng 101 SUpporng,
aetalls

~--/ncIliaes a closing senternce



Ease of Turning a Geod Outline
Inte a Goed' Paragraph

Creating arn allows: SIUAENILS L0 WOl O/
UGy, sUpport ana: corerencer:

SHare. el Work - a-way/ tial: gives readers
dl qUICK aria. clear preview. or e content ana.

Writing Process: organizanon. o1 tie paragrap/i

Outlining Strategies

for Organization and lricrease cofierencei e Wiitiag by, Usiig
Coherence SO/me oI LHEI SYmvo/SHI e OUHIE 85

Woras: ke paragranyi

IRECOgIZe tHeNValle: Of akCloSs/ig SENLENice as
4 strateqy 1or: strerngtiening: cofierencein,
e

activity



Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Lower Proficiency Students

AssIgn Writing—suchras: nalration, description, and precess—in
Whichi students cani maintain censistent peint off view: anae
Verld tense—and emphasize grammar/wiiing cOncepts
relative te each 1mode.

n Narratve allew for fiecus 6Nl past terse
Veris, e oraer, , anad. proenoun
yse within a controliable iermat:

I addition to havingl students Wiite firom persenal
experience; have: studentsiwiite summaries of
selected readings anad SO
students can avold overusing




Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Lower Proficiency Students

[DESCliphiVe paragrapa writingl assignments; allow for

focus on (adjective Use),
septence stiueture, ana. or
Jocaor.

= PrOCESS paraqiiapis help students work on present
Ver.: ternse, o 212 DErS ol PoNAL Of VIEW, arid. tiTiE
oraer waoras: ana. tansitions:

= Whatever the pattern of development, including
summary writing, students should be reminded that they
are writing to develop a point.



Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Lower Proficiency Students

Sentence Skills
Reguire complete: sentences in all student

WHtIng), AGL JUSE N the paragrapns

s Disceurage students firom: cepying guestiens te
selected readings

m Encourage students 10 respond to reading questions
0) from the guestions and

then answering the guestions.



Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Lower Proficiency Students

Include Peer Review

= |Aclude peer review as a part ofi the WHAtIng Process fior

some of the' assignments.

= Use peer review. that reifierce the WHting terms

off the course.



Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Higher Proficiency Students

AssIgn Writing at the essay: level

Organization/Content
ASSIgI expositery WHTIRng usingfthe
traditienal essay. model:
—-Intreduction W/thesis
--190d\/ paragrapins
--Coneclusion



Strategles for Teaching Writing to
Higher Proficiency Students

Organizatien/Coentent

Emphasize as a fiundamental part of
tihe WIHTING PreCESS

Benefit to Student: Gives students a chance to
work on content and organization. Outline
markers easily become transition words.

Benefit to Teacher: Allows previewing for content and
organization.



Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Higher Proficiency Students

Content = Unity, Support, Ceherence

Emphasize that expositery Witing requires students; te
Make pPoInRtS, pProvide support, and explain te empnasize
these points.

= Support nvelves meluding
= (Coherence Involves; using strategies to gwde the reader.



Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Higher Proficiency Students

Include Peer Review

= |Aclude peer review: as; a part ofi the WiHting
PrOCESS fier some off the assignments.

. Design more advanced pPeer review, thal
feinferce the WHting| terims of the: course.

« Ifhe review Sshould encourage: hoth
description andranalysis eff classmates: Witing.
Give a grade for the quality’ of the



Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Higher Proficiency Students

Language/Vocabulary
Sentence structure
Parts of speech
Practice, practice, practice!

» Whatever the type of writing being discussed,

reinforce students’ ability to build sentences with types

of “ .” These terms come up

regularly in my classes.

= Continually reinforce students’ recognition of parts of

speech—especially noun, verb, adjective, adverb—with
practice exercises.



Strategles for Teaching Writing to
Higher Proficiency Students

Examine Unity, Support, Ceherence, and
sentence Skills i Professional Wiiting

Provide “accessible” reading Selectiens
demonstirating that the “pros: use many. of
the same strategies; learned by students



Sentence Skillsy Priority for Both Lower
and Higher LLevel Students —
Explai = Hew:Passive \olce WWorks

Do the following errors affect reader
comprehension? Answer: Yes

Last week, my father was sold the house.
| was killed the bug that scared my sister.

Sally was cooked a dinner for her family.

Note: Only the first
sentence was highlighted by the grammar checker!



Teaching Tip...
“Those little ‘be’
verbs (is, am, are,
was, were) don’t get
much respect...but
they should!”

Do

A

- Discussing
Active vs. Passive Voice

| was killed the bug that scared my sister.

Sally was cooked a dinner for her family.

Teaching Tip: Stress that ‘Be’ Verbs suffer from
the ‘Rodney Dangerfield Syndrome.’ In other
words, they don’t get enough respect. After all,
they are tiny and sometimes just called helpers.
But they should command a lot of respect. Why?
Using one of these little verbs with past participle
can result in a confusing sentence that the writer
didn’t intend!



Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Higher Proficiency Students

Teach Summary-Writing Skills

= Assign Accessible Readings
= [Develop students” skills: inwrtingl sunmanes
I3 tae: summany:
1l state the article’s mainidea
2. SUmmarize te explai the main idea
3. Use your ewn



Develop Paraphrasing Skills

Beginning of quarter: Students were asked
to paraphrase the following:

Glve students
the opportunity
to develop skills
In paraphrasing

Researchers were told by 39,999 Americans
that they would rather lose five, six, seven,
eight, nine, or ten pounds than achieve any
other goal.

Student attempts at a paraphrase:

39,999 Americans that they would rather lose five, six, seven, eight, nine, or
ten pounds than achieve any other goal told researchers.

Almost 40,000 Americans informed researchers that they have high priority
to lose between five to ten pounds .



Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Higher Proficiency Students

Language/Voecanulany
Intreduce: stidents ter paraphrasing
technigues; anarstiiategies

SlEeps:
1. Understandiwhat yourare reading

2. Decide whether the sentence. IS In active: velce
Ol passive veice

3 Re-state by’ Using your ewn Words and poessinly
Py changing the sentence: structure.

2. Iy to paraphrase in less number of Werds than



Give Students; Plenty: ofi Practice
With' Paraphrasing

Student paraphrases:

Original: After the lion mauled Laura Smith, and the
e T I P girl’s kindred sued the town. Eventually, the
mauled by a lion in the judge awarded her kindred .

park, the town was sued
by the girl’s kindred.

Eventually, her kindred Laura Smith’s family sued the town after the

ded $1.9 . :
Vrr,ﬁ{,ir? Vgsihi i lion attacked her. Later, the judge gave her

adjudicator of the case. family almost $2 million. (Best paraphrase)



Writing Samples: comparison of one
student’s writing—entry vs. exit

Entry: SVP Writing Test, Fall 1999 (score = 36

Exit:  Writing 1V, Spring 2003-04 (final essay



Writing Samples: comparison of one
student’s writing—entry vs. exit

Entry: SVP Writing Test, Fall 1999 (score = 36

Exit:  Writing 1V, Spring 2003-04 (final essay



Addressing the Writing Needs of Deaf Students
at Different English Preficiency: Levels

= Consider a “smart classroom” networked for display sharing
= Use laptop projection when possible in the traditional classroom

= Whether working at the paragraph or essay level, emphasize
outlining as a pre-writing strategy

» Ensure that instructors are fluent in sign language and have good
receptive skills

» Develop “organic” grammar lessons related to the type of writing
and re-visit previously-covered grammar concepts...



Addressing the Writing Needs of Deaf Students
at Different English Preficiency: Levels

= Continually examine student writing by applying the Four Bases:
unity, support, coherence, sentence skills

= Always require complete responses whenever students answer
questions about a reading selection

= Before asking students to write a summary, discuss paraphrasing
strategies with them

* Include peer review as an important part of the writing process



Student Comments about Using
the Smart Classroom

| really like roem 2500 because the reom prevides everything
techinoelegy has. The positive things Is technelegy: help your
grammairt andl process. | like that teacher control our computer to
discuss grammal; or talk alneut something Wreng. Teacher doesnrt
have come te compuiter. It s fast anai easy.

| think that Smart Classreom IS really: hest technelegy: that many.
students, really needed. Smart classroom Is the best way: to help the
students' to Improve their English skills a let from computer. |
apselutely ke the Smart Classreom.

| remember | came in smart classreem that has computer desktop.
The students coeuldnit see me when | talked te teacher while I sat
pecause the CRIT moenitor blocked me, so | had te stand up and
signed to teacher again. Now, It IS much better than: before
pPEcauUse: | can fold a laptep then I can signite teacher while student
see me clear.

The Smart Classreem was Very good reom fier me hecause it met
my needs of learning including| laptops; for typing essays and
“Visualizer” for getting idea of the task of writing and example. of
essay that help me to learn about the writing.



Contact Ve

[ your have any guestiens alkout materals or abeut technology,
feel free to contact me:

John Panara

NIFIDr Department of Liberal Studies
52 LLomb Memorial Dr.

LBJ- 2235

Rochester, NY 14623

985-415-6553

JEpnce@rit.edu
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