§ I R R Y O N M ot

‘Without a Dictionary

Levels
Low intermediate

Aims

Help students realize
that interrupting their
reading to look in a
dictionary when they
meet an unfamiliar
word is inefficient and
impairs comprehension
Enable students to
discover the benefits of
reading through a text
Facilitate learner
autonomy and give self-
confidence

Class T'ime
45 minutes—1 hour

Preparation Time
5 minutes

Resources

Any appropriate short
passage

Contributor

his activity helps learners realize that they are not wholly dependent

on a dictionary for finding the meaning of unknown lexical items. They
should discover that they could understand the gist of the reading better
when their reading was not interrupted; that they could understand the
meaning of many words from the context the second time they read it;
that by working together with a partner or in a group, they could help
each other to better understand 2 reading passage; and finally, that they
were not dependent on a dictionary to derive meaning.

Procedure

1. Have the students

@ read through the text once, underlining the words they don’tknow,
but not stopping to look them up

e read through the text again checking the underlined words that
they can now understand :

e compare their texts and help each other understand words that
are still unknown

® look in their dictionaries for those words they still don’t under-
stand, but feel they must know to get meaning from the text.

2. Elicit from the class what they learned about reading and vocabulary
from doing this activity.

Eloise Pearson Hamatani received an MA in ESL from the University
of Hawaii. An active member of the Japan Association of Language
Teachers, she served as a co-editor of its monthly newsletter, The Language
Teacher, for a number of years.
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