Academic Writing IV

Winter 2000-01

Form for Peer Review—Essay Checklist

Title of essay being evaluated:  ______________________________________________

Author of essay:  _________________________________________________

Evaluator of essay (your name): ___________________________________________
The introduction

1.  What is the author’s subject?  (What is he/she describing?)

                  The subject is _________________________.

2.  Is there a clear thesis in the introduction?  

     Yes     No

Explain briefly here: 

3.   Are there a few “warm up” or “hook” sentences before the thesis?   YES      NO

If  YES, what is the method of introduction?   ___________________________


______________________________________________.

If NO, what suggestions do you have for the writer to include a “warm up” or 

“hook”?  ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________.

Body

 4.  Are the body paragraphs clear enough for you to make an outline of them?

      Outline the author’s three points (main ideas) and some of the supporting details.

1st cause or effect __________________________________

       Examples/details :   a.  __________________________

                                       b.  __________________________

c.  __________________________

2nd cause or effect  _________________________________

       Examples/details:    a.  __________________________

                                       b. __________________________

                                       c. __________________________

3rd cause or effect  __________________________________

      Examples/details:     a.  ___________________________

 b.  ___________________________

 c.  ___________________________

Organization and Coherence

5.  Does the writer use transitions within the body paragraphs?   YES   NO

If YES, what are some of them?  _______________________________________

_________________________________________________.  

If NO, what are your suggestions for transition use?   _____________________

_________________________________________________

6.  Is there a “key word” that the writer emphasizes in order to “hold” the essay together?     

If YES, what is it?  ______________________________

If NO, do you have a suggestion?   _________________________________________

________________________________________________________________.

The conclusion

7.  What is the author’s method of conclusion?  _____________________________

___________________________________________________.

8.  Has the author shown any creativity in writing this conclusion?  YES    NO

Explain briefly:

Sentence Skills

9.  As you were reading your classmate’s essay, you marked places where the grammar needed improvement.  Look at the number of markings that you made.  What is your assessment of the quality of grammar in this essay?   How would you rate the grammar in your classmate’s essay? (weak, fair, fairly good, or good)?   Explain your reasoning.  

10.  What is one grammar rule (from what we have discussed) that you think the writer handled well?

11.  What is one grammar rule (from what we have discussed) that you think the writer needs to continue to work on?

Overall Assessment

12.  In your opinion, what are some of the strengths in this draft?  What has the author done well?   Explain.

13.  In your opinion, what are some of the weaknesses in this draft?  What does the author need to improve?  (Do not say “everything is perfect”!)  Explain.

