ASL Competency Levels

Where am I?

	
	Novice-Low
	Novice-Mid
	Novice-High
	Intermediate-Low
	Intermediate-Mid
	Intermediate-High
	Advanced-Low
	Advanced-Mid
	Advanced-High

	Comprehension
	I can sometimes understand words and names that I have learned
	I can understand words and phrases that I have learned and some that look like signs that I have learned
	I can understand the main ideas and key signs in simple things I see – like instructions, directions, schedules, and locations
	I can understand main ideas and some details in short, simple descriptions and announcements
	I can understand the main idea in questions longer than one or two signs that use topics and vocabulary the are familiar to me
	I can easily understand main ideas (topics) and details in short, simple utterances I know or am interested in
	I can easily understand things that relate to my life and interests.  I am beginning to understand main ideas in more complex forms of discourse – narratives, stories, etc.
	I can understand main ideas and some details from longer passages, conversations, or announcements, even when I’m not familiar with the topic
	I can understand almost everything when people talk about topics that are somewhat familiar to me.  I can even understand the main ideas of some things that are not familiar to me.

	Production
	I can copy some simple forms in ASL (greetings, polite forms, etc.)
	I can copy signs and produce some signs from memory
	I can create lists of words and phrases from topics familiar to me
	I can produce signs that describe me – where I live, what I like, what I do, what I know.  I can create grammatically correct statements about myself and my life
	I can describe my preferences – the things I like and the things I do not, and give simple descriptions of these preferences
	I can talk about myself and my thoughts in some detail.  I am beginning to be able to describe things and narrate events in longer, more detailed forms.
	I can describe things, express my opinions, and talk about abstract thoughts in some detail.  I am beginning to use the narrative form to describe experiences and opinions.
	I can talk about things I know and describe my experiences without errors that impede comprehension.  I can use a wide variety of vocabulary items.
	I can express myself with ease 

and discuss a variety of topics 

in detail.  I offer supporting information for my arguments 

and give great detail when 

describing my personal 

experiences 

	Conversation
	I can use some basic words and expressions, like Good Morning and Thank You
	I can use 2- or 3- word phrases, and some memorized phrases concerning familiar topics
	I can easily use lots of phrases and sometimes sentences to describe myself, my family, and other familiar topics
	I can keep up a simple conversation using simple sentences about my everyday life and school subjects
	I can begin and keep up a conversation using long sentences with lots of descriptions
	I can easily begin and keep up a conversation using long sentences and lots of descriptions
	I can take part in a conversation in just about any situation on topics that are familiar to me using long sentences and lots of descriptions
	I can easily take part in a long conversation that describes things in detail
	I can take part in a long conversation where I can support my opinions and ideas on many topics

	Culture
	I can identify and react to the cultural perspectives of Deaf people in English
	I can recognize and understand common language and behaviors 
	I can identify social and geographical factors that affect Deaf culture
	I can make comparisons in ASL and in English about differences and similarities between 

Deaf and hearing people
	I can produce language and behavior that is appropriate in Deaf culture
	I can interpret the cultural connotations of common signs, phrases, and idioms
	I can compare and contrast cultural practices in Deaf and other cultures
	I can analyze the development of different cultural practices
	I can apply language and behaviors that are appropriate in authentic situations in the Deaf community

	Community
	I can distinguish ASL from Signed English when I encounter it in the community
	I can locate resources in the community, through technology, media, and “authentic” sources
	I have made contact with resources in the community that are helpful in learning about Deaf culture
	I can respond to ASL when I encounter it in the community in everyday situations
	I have established connections with resources in the community
	I use resources in the community that enhance my knowledge about the language(s) and culture of Deaf people
	I can analyze the interdependence that exists between the deaf and non-deaf worlds
	I can interact appropriately in ASL in real life situations
	I collaborate with resources in the Deaf community.


* Adapted from Languafolio!  Kentucky State Department of Education

