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 XIN CHÁO 



 Working with the person sitting next to you, 
write on the paper 

1.  Two questions you have related to Deaf 
people and language learning… 

2.  Two observations you have made related to 
Deaf people and language… 

3.  Two educational goals related to Deaf 
students and language… 





 In most cases, Deaf children are born into 
families/communities that use a spoken 
language 

 In most places in the world, Deaf children 
are not educated, or have less education 
than their hearing peers. 



 Calls for recognition and right to use sign 
languages 

 Calls for the right for all Deaf children to be 
educated 

 Calls for national sign languages to be taught 
to parents of Deaf children and teachers of 
Deaf children 



 In countries where education is available, 
 literacy in the national language by Deaf 
 children/adults lags significantly behind that 
 of hearing children/adults 

Deaf citizens are consistently under employed 
(work at ‘lower levels’ than hearing citizens 

with the same education) 



 Impoverished early language environment 
impacts literacy development both in L1 and 
L2 

 It is crucial to develop language in the most 
efficient way possible as early as possible 

    Yoshinaga-Itano, C., & Sedey, A. (2000) 



Social and Educational attitudes toward sign 
languages, Deaf people, & multilingualism 

Early identification of Deaf children 

Exposure to sign language/support for 
families…establishment of a face to face 
language by which to be educated 

Bilingual educational programs which promote 
at least 2 languages:  sign language and the 
language of the majority culture 



 Theories of Language Acquisition  

 Early linguistic abilities of hearing children 

 Research on Deaf children 

 Some educational implications for instruction 
(guided by theories of language acquisition 
and research on early abilities of children) 



 It is crucial to develop language in the most 
efficient way possible as early as possible 

 Yoshinaga-Itano, C., & Sedey, A. (2000) 


