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Introduction

This document provides the RIT deans and provost with an introductory summary of a master’s in architecture program currently under development by an interdisciplinary, inter-organizational committee. Per the guidelines provided, the summary includes an overview of the program’s origin, projected character and content, and institutional fit. 
Origin

In the fall of 2007, a group of Rochester architects queried President Destler about exploring the development of an architecture program at RIT. They reasoned that an architecture degree would be a “natural extension” of RIT’s international reputation in design and engineering and its increasing strength in sustainability. While rich in architectural history, Rochester offers no formal architectural education, nor do neighboring architecture schools (Syracuse, Buffalo, Cornell) have a relationship with Rochester’s history or its architectural workforce.

An exploratory committee formed in November 2007 quickly found traction and, with President Destler’s and the RIT trustees’ blessing, evolved into a program proposal committee. The committee consists of RIT faculty from three colleges and the Golisano Institute for Sustainability, RIT administrators, and four members of the Rochester chapter of the American Institute of Architects.

In effect, the program under discussion has had an advisory board actively engaged in its design from the beginning. 

The Program
The program under development is a master’s of architecture for students with a baccalaureate in an area other than architecture. Students with a bachelor’s of architecture may also apply and will likely receive credit for some of the required Master’s courses. The program (hereafter referred to as the M.Arch) can be completed within three years of full-time study.

Approval of this program would mark RIT’s first experience with the “architecture” category of the degree taxonomy and would require additional NYSED and MSCHE approvals and/or notifications.

The program will seek accreditation from the National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB), but cannot be accredited until the first class graduates. We plan to initiate accreditation eligibility procedures this fall. 

Character and Goals of the Program

At a time of significant transition for the architectural profession, developing an academic program de novo allows for full incorporation of the skills and knowledge critical to the 21st-century architect. Unlike existing architecture programs in which pressing professional issues must be gradually accommodated through evolutionary modifications to curriculum and pedagogy, the design of this M.Arch.—its content, methods, and outcomes—will be 
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thoroughly shaped by existing imperatives, the following three of which will most powerfully influence the program.
1. Sustainability

First among these is the sustainability imperative. This program will be founded upon the principle that the adjective ‘sustainable’ is always the implicit modifier of the noun ‘architecture.’ We can no longer afford to teach anything other than sustainable architecture—regardless of the course title. Every course in this program—from Architectural History to Architectural Materials to Structures—will be bounded by the conditions of sustainable design, construction, and practice.
Defining the term “sustainability” is a vexed topic at RIT. The proposal committee respectfully stipulates its meaning in this context as “the ability to live—and hence design and build—within our environmental means.”  

In Rochester, as in other northern cities, the approach to sustainable architecture differs from that traditionally considered in areas receiving more sunlight. Cities like ours require regional approaches to the research and implementation of sustainable architecture.

2. Urbanism

Because a degraded urban environment has grave implications for social,   

economic, cultural, and environmental health, this program will pay 

particular attention to urban settings and urbanist principles. The complexity of the urban environment—of which the built environment is only one of many influences—requires an interdisciplinary approach that references local history, economics, public policy, and sociology.

Since the urban fabric of many cities is essentially pre-determined, the program will foreground the practices and principles of preservation and adaptive reuse. The city of Rochester will serve as a continuing living urban classroom for the students.

3. Integrated Learning/Integrated Practice


The core educational experience for students in this program will be the   

studio, but a studio that integrates construction technologies, material science, mechanics, urban studies, and history into design. For example, building systems materials would be taught within the context of a studio project on an “as needed” basis. This educational method will prepare students for the increasingly integrated practice of architecture, where integrated project delivery is fast becoming the dominant model, and architects are orchestrating teams of professionals from affiliated fields.
Reflecting these emphases, as well as accreditation requirements, are the following program goals:

1. To engage students continuously with old, new, and emerging materials and systems supporting the goal of a fully sustainable built environment;

2. To prepare students as leaders in a briskly evolving profession increasingly requiring teamwork, business integration, and holistic thinking;
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3. To provide students the knowledge, background, and skills necessary to obtain professional licensure;

4. To habituate students to innovative thinking and design as the means by which to contribute to the solution of some of architecture’s most complex problems;
5. To provide students and the university the opportunity to develop rich working relationships with Rochester’s existing architectural community;
6. To enrich the Rochester urban community by developing cadres of architects dedicated to developing sustainable urban solutions.

RIT Fit

RIT’s mission is to “provide a broad range of career-oriented educational programs with the goal of producing innovative, creative graduates who are well-prepared for their chosen careers in a global society” (RIT Strategic Plan, emphases added).

As currently conceived, this M.Arch. would satisfy key elements of the university’s mission in the following ways.

By initiating a degree category new to RIT, the M.Arch. will mark a significant extension to the range of our academic program portfolio.

Adhering to NAAB standards, the M.Arch. curriculum and its cooperative education requirements are intended to prepare graduates for licensure and thus a successful career in architecture.

Graduating with portfolios demonstrating innovative design and problem-solving skills, our students will distinguish themselves as creative change agents embracing an innovative environmental ethic. 

All students will engage in at least one summer of international study, the purpose of which will be to demonstrate global, borderless nature of the architecture profession. 

The M.Arch. program will support the following strategic goals:
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Curricular Linkages
The study of architecture has always been interdisciplinary, integrating the theory, art, technology, and science of the built environment. In the 21st century, a host of complex and interacting realities—economic, environmental, technological, to name a few—have “transformed the system of building production, the methods through which clients choose architects, the roles assigned to architects in the building process, and the standards according to which the merits of buildings are judged and architects and their firms evaluated” (Robert Gutman, 1988).

A variety of tracks, electives, and research seminars drawn from multiple RIT colleges and departments will address these new imperatives while at the same time infusing all coursework and project assignments with the sustainability imperative. 
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The program will be jointly offered by the College of Imaging Arts and Sciences and the Golisano Institute for Sustainability. Administrative details have been drafted and fully agreed to by the former and interim deans of CIAS and the Director of GIS.

The program proposal committee has had conversations with the following academic units regarding the sharing of existing courses and/or the development of new courses for the program:

· Civil Engineering Technology

· Urban and Community Studies

· School of Design

· Golisano Institute for Sustainability

· Kate Gleason College of Engineering

Conversations with the following are planned:

· Cultural and Resource Studies 

· Anthropology

· Computer Science

· Color Science

· Saunders College of Business

· Economics

It should be noted that many of the first-year courses are currently existing design courses from CIAS, a fact that will allow a relatively quick opening of the program.
Conclusion

The M.Arch discussed here will at the same time leverage signature RIT strengths in design, technology, and sustainability and move RIT into a new interdisciplinary area that is a perfect fit with our strategic trajectory. The pedagogical method of integrated learning combined with the insistence on sustainable methods and the urban setting will launch us to the forefront of architectural education. As a noted regional architect exclaimed when informed of these two distinguishing features, “This is it.”

M.Arch. Proposal Committee

September 2009
GGoal 2: Increase the number of female students.


AArchitecture programs draw a larger percentage of women students than currently aattends RIT. In 2007, 45% of architecture students were female (�HYPERLINK "http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/"�National Center for EEducation Statistics�' Digest of Education Statistics (2007). 





Goal 3: Increase student participation in global initiatives.


All M.Arch. students will participate in one summer of international study.








GGoal 5: Provide opportunities for 100% of RIT students to experience


innovation, creativity, and scholarship.


Creative design is at the heart of architecture. RIT M.Arch. students will join their skills in creative design with firm grounding in the principles of sustainability to produce truly innovative solutions to the challenges posed by the built and to-be-built environment. 








Goal 7b: Increase students enrolled in sustainability-related programs.


The Sustainable Architecture program, which will be jointly offered by CIAS and the Golisano Institute for Sustainability, will enroll between 20 and 40 students in each entering class. 








Goal 8c: Increase graduate enrollment.


The masters in architecture will enroll between 20 and 40 students in each entering class. 








Goal 13:  Increase fundraising.


It is the intent of President Destler to fund the first years of the architecture program through donation. To that end, the Development Office has formed a Prospect Research Team that has identified over 30 names of potential private donors and ~15 foundations.
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